FAREWELL

BESSBOROUGH ROAD

SERVICE

i
i
Lj%1

g i

|

Hs
|

Chol ha-Mo’ed Pesach 5781 - 30 March 2021







On the Deconsecration of Synagogues

Despite the migratory nature of the Jewish community it has been
difficult to find much material on the deconsecration of synagogues.
Historically, our places of worship have tended to be temporary
dwellings, (with the notable exeption of the Temple) so we do not
usually imbue the fabric of our buildings with any spiritual worth.
Judaism doesn’t set much store by holiness of space, but values holy
time instead.

Like the Mishkan, the movable Sanctuary that the Israelites took on
their travels, Jewish communities have built synagogues wherever they
settled, and when the community moved on, they would take the only
things that hold true value and holiness in it; the Sifrei Torah.

Therefore there is no service designed to deconsecrate a building.
However, because we would like to acknowledge that this buidling
holds many memories, we will mark the closing of this chapter in our
community’s history with a short Shacharit service, the solemn removal
of our Scrolls and switching of our Ner Tamid as a farewell to this
building which has served us so well, and to enable us to look forward
to our future.

We recognise the many, many people whose efforts made possible the
establishment of this community and the building of this synagogue to
be a place of learning, teaching, worship and gathering together. We
remember them all at this poignant time. At the same time we look
forward confidently to a future full of exciting opportunities.
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Rabbi Kathleen de Magtige-Middleton
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From Psalm 24

In each age we receive and transmit Torah.
At each moment we are addressed by the World.
In each age we are challenged by our ancient Teaching.
At each moment we stand face to Face with Truth.
In each age we add our wisdom to that which has gone before.



At each moment the knowing heart is filled with wonder.
In each age the children of Torah become its builders
and seek to set the world firm on a foundation of Truth.

Rabbi Rami Shapiro
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Bless the Living God whom we are called to Bless.
Blessed is the Living God whom we are called to bless forever and ever.

We praise You, Eternal One,
our God, Sovereign of the
universe, Maker of light and
Creator of darkness, Author of
peace and Creator of all things.
All things praise You, all things
honour You, and all say: ‘None
is holy like the Eternal One.
You give light to the earth and
all who live on it, and in Your
goodness You renew creation
continually, day by day. How
manifold are Your works, O
God! With wisdom have You
made them all; the world is full
of Your creations.
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You are the only Sovereign
exalted from the beginning of
time, who has been worshipped,
praised and glorified since days
of old.

Everlasting God, in Your great
mercy, have mercy upon us,
God of our strength, Rock of our
protection, Shield of our safety,
our true Protector. Blessed are
You, O God, Creator of light.

With deep love You have loved
us, and with great and
overflowing tenderness You have
taken pity on us. Our Parent and
our Sovereign show us
compassion because of Your own
greatness, and because of our
ancestors who trusted in You, for
You taught them rules to live by,
to do Your will with their whole
heart.Let our eyes see the light of
Your teaching and our hearts
embrace Your commands. Give
us integrity to love You and fear
You. So shall we never lose our
self-respect, or be put to shame,
for You are the power which
works to save us. You chose us
from all peoples and tongues,
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and in love drew us near to Your
own greatness - to honour You,
to declare Your unity, and to love
You. Blessed are You O God,
You choose Your people Israel
in love.
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Hear, O Israel: the Eternal One is our God,
the Eternal God is One.
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We praise God, whose wonderful rule is for ever and ever.

You shall love the Eternal
One, your God, with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all
your might. Let these words,
which I command you this day,
be always in your heart. Teach
them carefully to your children;
speak of them in your home and
on your way, when you lie
down and when you rise up.
Bind them as a sign upon your
hand; let them be like signs
between your eyes; write them
on the doorposts of your house,
and on your gates.
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This will happen if you listen
carefully to My commands which I
give you today, to love the Eternal
One Your God and to serve God
with all your heart and all your
soul. I shall then give your land rain
at the right time, the autumn rain
and the spring rain, so that you can
harvest your corn, your wine and
your oil. I shall also give grass in
your fields to your cattle and you
will eat and be full.

Take care that your heart is not
deceived into straying, obeying
other gods and worshipping them.
The anger of God will then blaze
out against you. God will shut up
the heaven. There will be no rain.
The land will not produce, and you
will quickly be destroyed from the
good land which the Eternal One
gives you.

So put these words of Mine in your
heart and in your soul, and hold
fast to them as a sign upon your
hand and as reminders between
your eyes. Repeat them to your
children, and talk about them when
you sit in your home, and when
you walk in the street when you lie
down and when you rise up. Write
them on the doorposts of your
home and on your gates. Then you
and your children may live long on
the good land that God promised to
give your ancestors as long as there
is a sky over the earth.

WRYn YRw-oK T

YR DI WK TYRTOX
MITTNR TR OFT DNk
022277522 112y DOWIOK
TN DwR~o

TP INYa DY IRTEn
PN AT POOK) Wi
T2 2y "POn - 7
Y1 nHaK1 AT

TIIT T AT I TaT

02227 MR 027 1w
DK D7TOR DRT2y1 DR
T D7 DR
YY1 D22 TN

oR MITRY) DMK
MP2TNK 10N XD MR
YT DyR TR DoTaK)
D27 T T WK b
7K 7277 NX Bon
DWn~5y) 0222770y
DIT~Hy NiKS ook oW,
DY T2 NBwiv, i
D22°NX DNk DpTRY
33 Jnawa 03 121y

AP AW TR N7

‘v']g:\’; m;m;"vy D}];Jj::ﬂ
bompr 12 R yw
WK ARG 5V D23 o

N7 D NAK? T Yaw)

IOy DT D Ty



The Eternal One said to Moses:
Speak to the people of Israel and
instruct them that through the ages
they shall make fringes for the
corners of their clothes; let them
attach a blue thread to the fringe on
each corner. That will be your
fringe; when you see it, remember
all the commandments of the
Eternal One and observe them so
that you will not wander and lust
after the desires of your heart and
your eyes.

Be mindful of all My
commandments, and do them: so
shall you be consecrated to your
God. I, the Eternal One, am your
God who led you out of Egypt to be
your God: I, the Eternal One, am
your God.

True and beautiful and good;
sound, established and enduring
are these words, now and forever.
True it is, Eternal One, that You are
our Sovereign God and Redeemer,
the strength of Jacob, the defender
of our safety. You endure from
generation to generation and Your

Deuteronomy 11:13-21

MIARD TYRTOK I K
IR DX 13270K 12T
nyyY D77 WY DK

gk Rl pliayiysinlai gr)

7PN N3 QI3 NYy-oy
oK Ny Bah
DYR-23" Tl D K
Ty X9 Brix opey) T
TP D’QT D]‘\}_{'j‘UN
DIyl 1131 Tyn?

D’EU_[P D;ﬂ"lﬂ':l '1}31-_\”:_:7?_]1}{
DY T i mpoRG
YR DTN TRYIT UK
DroxY 0ob i oy

Numbers 15:40-41

2901 2P D71 ¥ NN
Y1 095 9y T 2T
Y 70 DRI K oK
XA 2T T AW R apy
-[y‘? ightiaig] 11'1’1:)‘?7_3q a2
2



rule and Your faithfulness
stand firm forever. It is true that
You are the Eternal One our God
and the God of our ancestors,
who rescues and delivers us. So
were You ever known. there is
no God beside You.

It is You who always helped
our ancestors. In
generation You were the Shield
and Saviour for them and their
children after them. Happy
indeed are they who hear Your
Your

every

commands and  set
teaching and Your word upon
their heart.

We have known You always
as our Helper and our Liberator;
there is no God but You. Truly
You are first and You are last;
we have no Redeemer but You.
You redeemed us from Egypt
and freed us from the house of
bondage. Then, with great joy,
Moses, Miriam and all Israel

together sang to You this song;:
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Who is like You, Eternal One,
among the gods people
worship?  Who is like You,
glorious in holiness, awesome in
splendour, doing wonders?

A new song the redeemed sang
to Your name at the shore of the
sea; with one accord, they gave
thanks and proclaimed Your
sovereignty: The Eternal God
shall reign for ever and ever!

O Rock of Israel, sustain Your
people Israel. For You, God of
the hosts of heaven, are our
Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel.

We praise You, O God,
Redeemer of Israel.
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Eternal God, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare Your praise.

We praise You, Eternal One,
our God and God of our
ancestors, Shield of Abraham
and Protector of Sarah, Source of
eternal life, the holy God.
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Give us understanding to
know Your ways, consecrate
our hearts to revere You,
forgive us, and make us
worthy of redemption. Keep
us far from sorrow, bestow
blessing on the earth, raise
high the banner of freedom for
the oppressed, and guide us in
Your ways of justice. Let those
who go astray return to You,
may the righteous rejoice in
the building of Your City and
behold the dawn of Your
deliverance; Your
compassion may the longings
of our hearts come true.

in

Our God and God of our
ancestors, may Your regard
and concern for us and our
ancestors, for the time of our
redemption,
the city of Your holiness, and
for the
family of Israel, be close to
You and be pleasing to You.

for Jerusalem

all Your people,
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Favour us all with freedom and
goodness, with grace, love and
mercy, on this day of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread.

Our Living God, remember us for
good. Amen.

Bring us Your blessing. Amen.
And save us for a good life. Amen
Spare us and be kind to us
according to Your promise of
deliverance and mercy. Our eyes
are turned towards You, for You
are a Sovereign of mercy and
compassion.

Hear our voice, our Living God,
whom alone we worship
reverence, Source of goodness, to
whom our thanks are due.

Blessed are You, O God, who
blesses Your people Israel with

in

peace.
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My God, keep my tongue from
causing harm and my lips from
telling lies. Let me be silent if
people curse me, my soul still
humble and at peace with all.
Open my heart to Your teaching,
and give me the will to practise
it. May the plans and schemes of
those who seek my harm come to
nothing.

May the words of my mouth and
the meditation of my heart be
acceptable to You, O God, my
Rock and my Redeemer.

May God who gives us
peace, grant peace to us, to
all Israel, all
humanity.

and to
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Hallel 55n

Blessed are You, Our Living
God, Sovereign of the
universe, whose command-
ments make us holy, and
who commands us to read the
Hallel, the psalms of joy.
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Praise God!

Servants of the Eternal,

praise the name of the Eternal.
May the name of the Eternal
be blessed, now and evermore.
From the rising of the sun to
its  setting, praised be the
name of the Eternal.

High above all the nations is
the Almighty, whose glory is
beyond the heavens.

Who is like our Living God,
who lives so far beyond,

who dwells so close within,

to watch the heavens and the
earth?

Who raises the weak from the
dust, lifts the poor from the
dirt, to set them with the
noble, with the noble of God’s
people.

Who gives the childless wife a
home as the happy mother of
children.

Praise God! Psalm 113
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When Israel came out of
Egypt, the family of Jacob from
a people of foreign tongue,
then Judah became God’s holy
place, Israel were those God
ruled. The sea saw it and fled,
Jordan turned back its course;
the mountains skipped like
rams, the hills like young
lambs.
Sea, why do you run away?
Jordan, why turn back your
course? Mountains, why do
you skip like rams, hills, like
lambs?
Earth, tremble before the
Mighty One, before the God of
Jacob, who turns the rock into
a pool, the flint into a spring of
water.

Psalm 114

16

DTM¥IR DXL NKY3
Ty oyn APy nna
W T

oW o)
oI I D7
KD 37 1T
DY7R3 Y17 O
RYT22 MV
oun "2 o1 777
K7 Apn 7T
DR TP DT
RYT22 MV
Y " T 7950
mpyr AOK 199

DM 0IK X7 ’QQ'HU
:omiryn wmbn



God remembers us to bless us:
blessing the house of Israel,
blessing the house of Aaron,
blessing all Godfearing people,
small and great alike!
May the Eternal increase you,
you and your children. You
are blessed by God, by the
Maker of heaven and earth -
heaven is the heaven of God,
who gave the earth for human
beings.
The dead do not praise God,
nor all who go down into
silence, but we bless God now
and for evermore.
Praise God!

From Psalm 115

Praise the Creator, all nations,
glorify God, all peoples!
Whose love for us is strong,
whose strength is eternal.
Praise God. Psalm 117
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Give thanks to God who is good, 2§12 M5 T

whose love is everlasting. . D51y5 -
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Blessed is the one who comes ™ OWa KT N2
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everlasting. Psalm 118

Torah reading for Chol Hamo’ed Pesach
Exodus 13:1-10
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13:1] The Eternal One spoke further to Moses, saying, 2] “Consecrate
to Me every first-born; man and beast, the first issue of every womb
among the Israelites is Mine.”
3] And Moses said to the people, “Remember this day, on which you
went free from Egypt, the house of bondage, how the Eternal One freed
you from it with a mighty hand: no leavened bread shall be eaten.
4] You go free on this day, in the month of Aviv. 5] So, when the
Eternal One has brought you into the land of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which God swore
to your ancestors to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, you
shall observe in this month the following practice:
6] “Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day
there shall be a festival of the Eternal One. 7] Throughout the seven
days unleavened bread shall be eaten; no leavened bread shall be
found with you, and no leaven shall be found in all your territory. §]
And you shall explain to your child on that day, ‘It is because of what
the Eternal One did for me when I went free from Egypt.
9] “And this shall serve you as a sign on your hand and as a reminder
on your forehead - in order that the Teaching of the Eternal One may
be in your mouth - that with a mighty hand the Eternal One freed you
from Egypt. 10] You shall keep this institution at its set time from year
to year.
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Rabbi Rachel Benjamin
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Adrian Cohen
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Harry Grant

20



Aleinu 15y

Let us now praise the
Sovereign of the universe and
proclaim the greatness of its
Creator, whose unity it our
mission to make known, whose
rule it is our task to make
effective.

We bow in awe and
before the

supreme Sovereign, the Holy

thanksgiving

One, ever to be praised, who
spread out the heavens and
established the earth, whose
glory fills the highest heavens,
whose might extends
throughout all space, who alone
is our God, for no other exists,
who in truth is our Sovereign,
for there is none else; as it is
written: ‘Know then this day
and take it to heart: the Eternal
One is God in the heavens
above and on the earth below;

there is no other.’

537 1KY mawh why
JUWRTA YD 17T nnb
T WP O K
onTy 077N N
Rlatlnpal

DITRWM D7D AN
20 7n e’ o

R M2 Wit oo
YR IO MW Mol Ky
Sympn opwa Tt awin
inbja)gialyinblolintl ghialig
IR LTIV PR AR KT
NaWm oI QY TY ANT7ina
XTI D 72570K

Sy Symn opwa oo

)

And then all that has divided us will merge
And then compassion will be wedded to power
And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and unkind
And then both men and women will be gentle
And then both women and men will be strong
And then no person will be subject to another's will
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And then all will be rich and free and varied
And then the greed of some will give way to the needs of many
And then all will share equally in the Earth's abundance
And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old
And then all will nourish the young
And then all will cherish life's creatures
And then all will live in harmony with each other and the Earth
And then everywhere will be called Eden once again.

Judy Chicago in Kol Haneshamah Reconstructionist Prayer Book

Mourners’ Kaddish oin wrp

Let us now praise important people, and our ancestors who begot us.
Leaders of our community by their counsels, and by their knowledge
of learning taught the community, wise and eloquent are their
instructions: Such as found out and sung musical tunes, and recited
verses in writing: fine people, furnished with ability, living peaceably
in their habitations. All these were honoured in their generations. Some
there are, that have left a name behind them, that their praises might be
reported. These were compassionate people, whose righteousness has
not been forgotten, their names live for evermore. The people will tell
of their wisdom, and the congregation will sing forth their praise.
Adapted from Ben Sira chapter 44
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Magnified and sanctified be
the great name of the One by
whose will the world was
May God’s rule be-
come effective in your lives, and

created.

in the life of the whole House of
Israel. May it be so soon, and let
us say: Amen.

May God's great name be

praised to all eternity.

Blessed and praised; glorified,
lauded,
honoured and acclaimed be the

exalted and extolled;

name of the Holy One, who is
ever to be praised, though far
above the eulogies and songs of
that
human lips can utter; and let us

praise and consolation

say: Amen.

May great peace descend from
heaven, and abundant life be
granted, to us and all Israel; and
let us say: Amen.

May the Most High, Source of
perfect peace, grant peace to us,
to all Israel, and to all humanity,

and let us say: Amen.
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(The Congregation will sit)
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Concluding Song

Eternal God, who reigned before

Your will had caused the world to
be,

Already then You reigned supreme

In undisputed sovereignty.

And when the universe has ceased,
You still will reign in majesty,
For as You were, so will You be

From now until eternity.

And You are One, there is none else,
No equal standing at Your side,
Without beginning, without end,

All might and rule in You reside.

My living and redeeming God,
My shelter on a stormy day,
My banner and my refuge still,

My cup of comfort when I pray.

Into Your hand I place my soul,
Asleep, awake, for You are near,
And with my soul, my body too:

You are my God, I shall not fear.
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Removal of the Scrolls from the Ark

It is a tree of life to all who DVI?VTI:[@‘_? KT DYy
grasp it and those who hold fast JWRR o A2
to it are happy. Its ways are IDL}.J-’;_F[ UsRE
ways of pleasantness and all its .D"]‘ﬂéj' :[7]'\:7]'1']"751

paths are peace.

Psalm 29

A Psalm of David 7Y Yinm X
Give due honour to God, divine D’I?ﬁ 13 2"'_7 127
beings! Give due honour to a1 Tin2 Z’b 127
God’s awesome power. Give the WY 2D Z’I_? 1217 2
honour that is due to God’s ”‘_7 NIRWT
name. Worship God in the W‘[P']‘ﬁ_—[t{:
beauty of holiness. oMby » '71l7 3
God’s voice is over the waters, mEAvamre -[1:3-‘—[-5‘&
present in the thunder’s crash. ZD’:ZT on-Sy I-,,
God rules over stormy waters. U-DQ -2;.-51-17 T_:[
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The voice of God is power! The TR I71l7

voice of God is majesty!
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cedars; God shatters the cedars .
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of Lebanon, making them skip
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like a calf, Lebanon and Sirion '7;;;'1733 D‘[7P17_11
like young oxen. God’s voice ingalymigl i} na '["“UT '[133.5

splits the lightning shafts, God’s WK n‘l:;rfy avh 2’_51P N
voice whirls the desert sand, piia ‘7’['[2 " 51P -
God whirls the desert of W.II.E plou Akl ‘7’['[2
Kadesh. God’s voice makes the ﬂ‘l'?ZIS r?'?TI'I’ K I71|7 b

wild deer calve, it strips the
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forest bare - while in God’s
Temple all cry ‘Glory!” God was
enthroned at the flood; God is
enthroned, Sovereign forever.
God give strength to Your
people, bless Your people with

peace.

Extinguishing the light of the Ner Tamid

We read in the Torah that while the Israelites were in the
wilderness, a cloud accompanied them. When the cloud rested
on the tabernacle the community rested at that spot, but when
the cloud lifted from the tabernacle the people too had to move.
Today, as we ceremonially leave this place that our community
build into their spiritual home, we acknowledge that the cloud
has lifted and we must move on. As we extinguish the light of
the Ner Tamid we acknowledge that the spirit moves and we
commit ourselves to nurture a greater light in the future home of
our community.
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Concluding Benediction

Just as you were blessed when DOK22 ORX OD112

you entered, so may you be DONXY2 ONK D79
blessed as you depart. S )1 -

Scrolls are processed out
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